
DREAM. PLAN.
SUCCEED! 

WITH NO MONEY REGRETS

HOW TO HAVE YOUR

Dream Wedding



CONGRATULATIONS!
HOW TO PLAN YOUR DREAM WEDDING 

So – you are at one of the most exciting stages of your life – about to marry your  best 
friend and soul mate, and embark on the rest of your lives together! 

Hopefully you have already thoroughly researched all wedding options, and worked  
out just what type of wedding you would like and can afford, and have an idea how  
much it is going to cost.

Next step is to ensure you have enough money to cover all costs.  

So what can you do to ensure you have a FANTASTIC wedding, yet stay within the  costs 
you CAN afford and not go overboard on the expenses? 
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1 IDENTIFY YOUR CURRENT 
FINANCIAL POSITION 

In order to be able to successfully save for your wedding, you need to know exactly where all  
your money is currently going, to be certain you will have enough surplus money to cover all  
wedding costs by their due dates.  

Many suppliers require deposit payments as soon as booked, so you need to
be prepared to make these payments as soon as you have identified venues and suppliers. 

FIRST STEP 

Identify every single expense.

This includes all your regular bills such as electricity, rates, rent, telephone, 
insurances, car running expenses, and weekly living expenses such as food, fuel, fun 
and incidentals.  

You also need to include less regular expenses such as car tyres due every 2 – 3  
years, as these may need replacing during the period you are saving for your 
wedding.

If it is identified that your expenses are close to or exceed your income, you need to  
reduce your expenses to less than your income, so you can then safely SAVE the  
surplus required for your wedding. 



2 CUT EXPENSES IN ORDER TO SAVE, 
YET STILL LIVE WELL 

Once you have identified ALL your Expenses, take a close look at every single expense to  
see if any can be reduced without affecting your coverage, in order to save as much as  
possible.   

EXAMINE EXPENSES 

This is an ideal time to examine all of your expenses, especially as you will be able to  

amalgamate and reduce some expenses once you are sharing the same home.

For example, review all insurance policies, particularly house and contents insurance.  

Insurance companies automatically increase the replacement values every year but  

sometimes the actual replacement values don’t increase at the same rate.  Of course,  

you must ensure you are still 100% covered in the event of a claim. Most insurance  

companies have online calculators which will assist in determining the value of your  

property. 



2 CUT EXPENSES IN ORDER TO SAVE, 
YET STILL LIVE WELL 

EXTRA ‘SOMETHING’ LIVE WELL 

Every regular expense you save on now  
is an extra ‘something’ you can have for  
your Dream Wedding.

Most people equate the word saving  
with the negative word Budget, and  
think they are going to have to miss out  
on all the fun things they are currently  
doing, in order to save. 

However, unlike a budget, with a 
Spending Plan it is possible to reduce  
expenses wherever possible, while still  
including money for fun. 

This is a critical component of a Spend-
ing Plan, because if you feel you can’t  
have any fun money, your Wedding  
Savings/Spending Plan will surely fail.  
You will be tempted to splurge on  
something you probably can't afford  
because you felt deprived. 

Knowing exactly how much you need  to 
set aside so you still live well each  week 
and have all the bills covered, yet  still 
be able to save quickly for your  Dream 
Wedding, is a very powerful tool  to have 
in your savings arsenal. 



3 CREATE A PLAN FOR YOUR 
WEDDING AND LIVING EXPENSES 

Once you have identified all of your expenses, we recommend you prepare 2 items  
which will save your sanity. 

ITEM 1 ITEM 2 

A workable spending plan for your regular  
expenses and all your wedding expenses. This will  
show you when and where you may encounter  
difficulty in paying any expenses – whether that be  
wedding deposit, final payment amounts, or  
possibly also some regular bills. 

A comprehensive timetable from  
now until your Honeymoon,  
noting what you need to do and  
when, and by what date every  
Wedding expense must be  made. 

For ITEM 2, you may decide to create a spreadsheet showing your Income versus  
your Expenses every week/month. This is certainly far better than having no plan  
at all, and being broadsided every time a bill turns up in the mail that you had  
forgotten was due. 

Alternatively, you can request the assistance of a Spending Planner, who will 
show you;

• How the timing of when bills are paid can be critical to your cash flow; 
• How to always have enough funds available to pay all wedding costs as they     
arise; and 
• How to be certain you can also pay all your regular bills on time.  



3 CREATE A PLAN FOR YOUR 
WEDDING AND LIVING EXPENSES 

Do you know for certain that your bank account will have enough funds at every stage to  
pay for every wedding expense as it arises?

Are you prepared for all those unpredictable expenses that often eat into any hard  earned 
savings? The last thing you want is your air-conditioner or car needing expensive  repairs, 
and having to dip into your wedding fund.    

FUTURE FORECASTING 

A Spending Planner shows people how to be fully prepared ahead of time for any  
unpredictable expenses.

With all predictable and unpredictable expenses identified, onlyTHEN can you be  
certain what surplus funds you have available to save not only for your wedding –
but also for life after the wedding.  

Our future forecasting software identifies the amount of surplusfunds available 
the  moment a Spending Plan is created, so you will know with certainty NOW if 
you will  be fully prepared for all wedding expenses, or if you are going to be short. 



4 THE
THREE BUCKETS 

There will be things you believe you won’t be able to afford.
Once you identify EVERY wedding expense (and we have a large checklist available if you are  
interested in learning more), get 3 buckets and discuss as a couple what goes in each of the  
buckets – what is non-negotiable that you both MUST have, what you DON’T want, and what  
is a MAYBE if you can find additional money. For example: 

BUCKET 1 - MUST HAVES BUCKET 2 - DON’T WANT 

A professional photographer and/or 
Videographer to create top notch 
timeless memories is probably one of 
the non-negotiable items.  

Some may decide they don’t want a large  
formal wedding – they would prefer a  
more casual beach wedding with a  
marriage celebrant. 

BUCKET 3 - MAYBE’S 

If you could find the extra funds, you may want to –

Hire the best caterer in town, as great food is important to you both.
Or have a larger wedding with more guests.  
Or have more close friends in your wedding party. 
Or go overseas for your honeymoon instead of locally.

If you would like more of the MAYBE’S for your Dream Wedding, Premier Spending 
Planners will show you how you can afford more than you had originally decided to settle  
for. 



5 BE PREPARED FOR 
THE HIDDEN COSTS  

ADD EXTRA 

Once you have identified how much your wedding will likely cost, we recommend you  
add at least 10% to 15% to that anticipated cost, as there are ALWAYS a lot of hidden  
costs people don’t take into account, such as pre-wedding hair trial, wedding reception  
chalk boards/signage, Catering Rentals (such as tables, chairs, linens, etc.)

Also, there may be last minute unpredictable occurrences – you may need to hire a  
marquee if it rains on the day, and marquees aren’t cheap. 

6 CONSIDER ENGAGING
A WEDDING PLANNER  

WEDDING PLANNER 

There are many costs people don’t think to consider, which would tarnish their Big Day  
if forgotten.  Wedding Planners know every cost, and can often negotiate better prices  
for you with suppliers, so you could actually save money engaging a Wedding Planner.

And if you are getting married away from your home, a Wedding Planner will likely be  
the best investment you can make.  They will remove all the stress for you.  They know  
who isn’t a reputable supplier in their area, and on the day of your wedding,  they will  be 
the one running around organising all the last minute details while you are fully  
occupied getting yourself ready for your special day! 



7 CHOOSE YOUR BIGGER GOALS  
AND ADD THEM TO THE PLAN 

Without a goal to be aiming towards, you will find your hard earned money just  
disappearing every week. So set goals and stick to them!

Your Wedding is the perfect goal to set you on a great Savings path. You will be used  
to saving larger amounts of money by the time your wedding is over, so try and  
continue putting away almost the same amount after you are married.   

YOUR NEXT GOAL 

Before you know it, you will have reached your NEXT goal, whether that be buying a  
home, an overseas holiday, or having enough surplus income to be able to take the full  
12 months on maternity leave.

For your NEXT goal, determine how much you need for that goal, when you hope to  
achieve it, then divide the total by the number of weeks between your wedding and  your 
anticipated dream goal date, to identify how much you need to save each week.  Do you 
think you will have enough surplus funds to achieve that goal in that timeframe?

If you're uncertain, you will know EXACTLY when your goal can be achieved with a  
Spending Plan. Spending Plans identify the exact amount of surplus funds that are  
available at any given time. This amount is included into your Spending Plan and  
transferred to a hard to reach bank account before you can spend it on anything else.

A Spending Plan is future forecasting, and will identify if your goal is achievable in the  
time frame you hope, or if you have to revise your plans. 



PREMIER
SPENDING
PLANNERS
specialise in:

• Providing customised spending    
plans to achieve people’s goals faster
• Showing people how to make the    
most of their money (saving  more   for 
their goals)

• How to eliminate debt fast

You are welcome to contact
KIM DONNELLY
on 0416 189 762
for an obligation free consultation to  
strategise your specific circumstances. 

DREAM. PLAN. SUCCEED.

Currently, you are probably at the DREAM stage  
with your wedding. 

If you plan thoroughly money-wise, you WILL  
succeed in having the Wedding of your Dreams  
with no stress as you will have been prepared for  
every eventuality. 

9 Callaway Court, Bakers Creek  
Mackay Queensland 4740 Australia 
M: 0416 189 762 
www.premierspendingplanners.com.au 




